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rounded with stands, Kiel and Holtenau were iudcini in a
forest of flags. As the Admiralty did not believe they could be
responsible for the cost of commissioning the yacht
" Hohenzollern/3 that was specially built for ceremonial
purposes/they had fitted up the paddle-wheel despatch-boat.
" Pommerania " for the Emperor.

On the following day my grandfather arrived at Kiel in thr
finest weather. In the station square the officers of the navy
greeted him with three thundering hurrahs. The guard of
honour was inspected by the Emperor's A.D.O., Captain
Freiherr von Seckendorff, who was also Chamberlain fo my
brother and the first naval officer to wear my grandfather's
aiguillettes. In the ceremonial enclosure at Holtouau my
grandfather delivered one of his arresting speeches, which made
a profound impression on those who were present. At the
end of the ceremony the Emperor embarked with us and his
suite on board the " Pommerania." Led by my brother's
torpedo-boat division we steamed slowly past the ships lying*
at anchor in the harbour. Dressed with bunting to the top-
masts, they saluted, and those that were rigged maimed the
yard-arms. The hurrahs of the crews were loudly re-echoed
by the crowds on shore. All were in high spirits,

That day brought another great joy to me. At the Emperor's
departure from, the railway station, I had already entered the
compartment reserved for those in attendance on His Majesty
and was standing at the window. As ray grandfather took
leave of him, it seemed to me that my brother made some
further observation. Suddenly my grandfather turned his
eyes on me, looked at me affectionately, nodded assent when
Henry had finished and beckoned me to him. When I stood
before him at the salute, the Emperor said to me : Henry had
just informed him that I took a great interest in the navy and
that the bond existing between it and me should have an
outward symbol After the splendid impression of that day
he was especially pleased to gratify this wish, which doubtless
I had secretly cherished. Therefore, he herewith placed mo
d la suite of the First Battalion of Marines ! I was overpowered
with joy and surprise. Henry flung his arms round me and